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children and go to live with her mother; if she had died
there, hating her faithless husband and unreconciled witb
him, maybe Gregbr would not have felt the burden of his
loss so deeply, and doubtless he would not have been so
painfully racked with remorse. But his mother told him
Natalia had forgiven him everything, and that she had
loved him and spoken of him until her last moment. And"
the knowledge added to his suffering, burdened his conscience
with incessant reproach, forced him to see the past years
and all his conduct in a new light.
There had been a time when he felt nothing but cold
indifference and even hostility to his wife. But of recent
years he had come to feel very differently towards her.
The children had been chiefly responsible for changing his
attitude to her.
Gregor had not always felt that profound fatherly feeling
for them which developed in later days. When he came
home from the front for short periods of leave he caressed
and fondled them, almost from a sense of duty and to please
their mother, but he could not even watch Natalia and her
violent demonstrations of maternal feeling without a sense
of distrustful amazement. He did not understand how any-
one could love those tiny, noisy creatures so self-forgetfully,
and more than once while Natalia was still breast-feeding
them he told her at night with chagrin and a sneer in his
tone: " What makes you jump up like that as though
mad ? You're on your feet before they've had time to cry.
Let them kick and shout a bit; I don't suppose they'll
cry tears of gold!" The children were no less indifferent
to him, but, as they grew older, their attachment to their"
father grew also. Their love aroused a response in him,
and his feeling for them was extended to their mother.
After the break with Aksinia Gregor had never seriously
thought of leaving his wife; never, not even when they
came together again, had he thought of Aksinia as taking
the place of the mother of his children. He was not unready
to live with them both, loving each of them in his own way.
But now he had lost his wife he abruptly felt alienated from
Aksinia, and was suddenly filled with mute anger against
her for having betrayed their relations and so driven Natalia
to her death.
Try as he would to forget his sorrow, as he worked in